Pl ease diary TOSSI 06s
Sunday 4 October
Sunday 1 November a special induction
workday for new volunteers.

Lunch provided. Bring a friend.

Sunday 6 December

br kdays.
TOSSI dinner at Ransom Vineyard
Saturday 17 October
See page 15 for more details.

Save these dates!
Art in the Woolshed
6 to 14 March 2010

TAWHARANUI OPEN SANCTUARY SOCIETY INC
Newsletter No. 30. September 2009

This grey faced petrel
chick was photographed

at Tawharanui. It was
discovered in a nesting
burrow on the North
Coast, causing great ex-
citement! Over the last
few years numerous at-
tempts by staff and vol-
unteers have meant sit-
ting out in the dark for
hours with no petrel calls
being heard. Recording
devices left out for a
week this season have
given better results. Read
page two for more infor-
mation.

§...mPhotos Dept. of Conservation

Tawharanui Open Sanctuary is a joint project with Auckland Regional Council.

We acknowledge with grateful thanks Warkworth Printing Ltd. for this assistance in printing this
newsletter. Warkworth Printing Phone 425 7188 Email: sales@warkworthprinting.co.nz

Grey faced petrels are a
large pelagic ocean
wander capable of go-
ing 770 kilometres off
shore. It is one of about a
100 species of tubenose
divided among four
families. Albatross, shear-
waters, prions and pet-
rels. The chicks are incu-
bated by both parents
for a period of 50 days.
Grey faced petrels feed
at night on zooplankton
and probably fluores-
cent organisms. They are
big birds with dark plum-
age, and grey face.

Auckland
Regionat Council
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Coming Events
Sunday 4 October Volunteer Workday. Meet at the Woolshed 9.15 am for morning tea.
Saturday 17 October TOSSI dinner at Ransom Vineyard. See page 15 for details.
Sunday 1 November Meet at the Woolshed at 9.15. am. A special induction workday for new volunteers.
Regular volunteers bring along a friend who might be interested! Talks about the park, barbecue lunch
provided and easy tasks to follow.
Sunday 6 December Volunteer Workday. Meet at the Woolshed at 9.15 am.
December. Seabird Field Trip. See page 15 for details.
Art in the Woolshed 6 to 14 March 2010.

Chairmands Review
The signs of spring weather are very evident in the park at present -
] young lambs and calves, bird courtship activity, new growth on plants,
~Jf Il owering kowhai, Kkiwis incubating and
. 4 a very nice time of year and | hope you have the time to enjoy the
] many attractions the park has to offer.

Thank you to those members and supporters who attended our sev-

~ ] enth AGM and workday earlier this month. We welcomed Steve Harri-
"] son to our committee and reluctantly fare welled Helen Crosby. Steve
= | will be known to many of you through his regular work in the park.

i Helen was elected to the committee in 2005 and immediately took on
the job of newsletter editor (until 2007) and in 2008 was elected Dep-
uty Chair. | will miss her advice and support at committee level but we
are lucky she is organising Art in the Woolshed Tawharanui 2010, fol-
4 lowing on from her success with AITW 2008.

Our membership renewals are flowing in, together with many gener-
ous donations. Thank you - we really appreciate your support. Please
encourage others to join TOSSI; alternatively you can take the initiative

- and sign them up by using our gift membership option. While on finan-
cial matters, if you would like a copy of our audited financial statements for the year ended 30 th June
2009 please email our Treasurer, Joe Crandle, on secretary@tossi.org.nz and he will post a copy to you.
Our appreciation goes to BDO Spicers, Auckland, for conducting the audit.

Matt Maitland has reported a grey  -faced petrel
burrow and a chick at Tokatu Point, a welcome
return and without any translocation help from us
(except for providing a safe haven of course).
Itdés interesting to ref]l
in TOSSI &s first newsl et
faced petrels were seen to be nest prospecting
out at Tokatu Pointé.
ARC and TOSSI have done is paying off with
more bird species recognizing that Tawharanui
Open Sanctuary is an ideal spot to live and raise

a family.

Remember, the success of TOSSI and the Some of the TOSSI committee. David Stone, Steve
sanctuary is a direct result of your input. Palmer, Paul Williams, Steve Harrison, Joe Crandle.
Letds keep the moment um gpidsiighrom the photo are James Ross, Sharon Kast,
Paul Williams Chairperson Jan Halliday and Alison Stanes.

From the Editor
There are always exciting things happening at Tawharanui. This thirtieth newsletter is celebrated with
some reminiscing as well as the arrival of a grey faced petrel chick. | remember waiting in the dark and
the cold at Tokatu Point with Jo Richie the project manager at the time and returning disappointed with
not hearing anything. Again | waited at Elephant Point with Tim Lovegrove from the ARC Heritage and a
team, without any signs of Grey faced petrels. So it is indeed exciting news that there is a chick this sea-
son, and in the future there may be many pelagic birds
now free of mammalian predators.

Alison Stanes Editor 2



Open Sanctuary Coordinator Update

Wedbre very excited to have a new speci
discovery of Oi (grey faced petrel) around the Tokatu headland

came about from the trial of a bio -acoustic monitoring device in-

tended for deployment on Hauraki Gulf islands later this year. When
downloading data, volunteer Chris Gaskin was excited to hear the

distinctive call of Oi amongst the kiwi, morepork and other night

sounds. A ground based survey confirmed this species showing great

| interest in the headland. Further searching in habitat that looked
Jo6seabirdy6, combined with a distincti
from which peeping could be heard. This was confirmed as grey

faced petrel when a 3 week old oily downy chick tried to peck an

exploratory hand.

The return of seabirds is more than just adding another species to
Tawharanui. Petrels and other seabirds were once present throughout
] mainland New Zealand in their tens of millions. Each night returning
birds would import marine nutrients via deposition of guano on the
land near their burrows. This accumulated nutrient is the basis of most
of our terrestrial fertility, sustaining our native forests, and more recently (geologically speaking) our farmland.
Introduced mammalian predators are the primary cause of the loss of these birds, most of which are now
restricted to offshore islands. Their reappearance at Tawharanui heralds the beginning of the restoration of

this fundamentally damaged ecological process.

Another notable arrival was two male hihi (stitchbird) observed in late June. Presumably blown in from Hau-
turu/Little Barrier 1Island, itds great to know that we ¢
they stick around following such chance arrivals. Clearly two males does not a population make, but with

time others of their species may arrive and establish. Both hihi and oi show that even five years after pests are

removed we can be pleasantly surprised by what turns up next.

Spring is always a marvellous time on the park. Clematis, manuka and kowhai are the notable flowering

plants heralding the change of season. Two male kiwi are again incubating, with hatch expected late this

mont h. The first pateke chick for the season has been si
come. Our last release of pateke next February will consolidate the establishment of this threatened species.

Popokatea (whitehead) are present throughout the park, with many unbanded birds seen. These unbanded
birds are local bred and evidence of successful recruitment. Robins too are breeding. Four of eight pair iden-
tified are on nests already. Although very productive, fledging 33 and 34 young in each of the last two sea-
sons, not all have been recruited into the population. If only they knew the dangers beyond the fence they
might not be so keen to disperse and explore the world.

Those of you following progress on the O6super cityodo wil
northern boundary unfold in recent weeks. In response to submissions the government has decided northern

regional boundary will remain unchanged and thus our Tawharanui work programme will continue as

planned. On 1 November 2010 all assets and relationships of ARC will transfer to the new Auckland Council. I

will keep you informed as this story unfolds.

Matt Maitland Open Sanctuary Coordinator
| can be contacted at matt.maitland@arc.govt.nz or 09 426 1200




Newsletter number 30 highlights a successful partnership between TOSSI and ARC

2002 Tawharanui Open Sanctuary inaugural meeting chaired by ARC Councillor Bill Burrill in the Woolshed.

2002- 2005 TOSSI Newsletter Editors Rhys and Shelia Thompson

2002- 2006 Project Manager Jo Ritchie

2002 Tawharanui Open Sanctuary Incorporated Society Constitution signed.

2002 Memorandum Agreement with ARC signed.

2002 First Newsletter speaks of establishing an Incorporated society and building a predator proof fence. Cost
of $580,000. $200,000 received from the lotteries Environment and Heritage Fund, $200,000 from ARC.

$12,000 from World Wide Fund for Natureds Habitat Prote

2002- 2006 TOSSI Chairperson Hamish Alexander.
2002- Predator Proof Fence started.

2003 First Art in the Woolshed Exhibition. Barry Lett Curator.
2003 Unveiling of the Pou beside the lagoon.
2003 Orca stranded and saved at Anchor Bay.

2004 Big Plant ARC and TOSSI. Planted the first section of the Bull Sidling, with plants from Wenderholm and 2004
Paremoremo Prison. Also planted the paharakeke garden.

2004 Second Art in the Woolshed. Alison Stanes co  -ordinator.

2004 Predator Proof fence completed, and two helicopter drops of bait targeting mammalian predators.

2005- 2007 TOSSI Newsletter Editor Helen Crosby
2005 Big Plant ARC and TOSSI Planted the second section of the Bull Sidling, plants from Wenderholm and ARC.
2005 Planting beside the Anchor Bay road after the camp ground gate.
2005 Planted the second section of the Lagoon Wetland.
2005 Pohutukawas planted at Anchor Bay car park.
2005 Forest geckos and green geckos from the construction of the Northern Motorway extension are saved
and released in Possum Gully and Ecology Bush.
2005 Bellbirds observed returning to Tawharanui, most likely from Little Barrier.

2006 Third Art in the Woolshed Exhibition. Alison Stanes co -ordinator.

200608 2008 TOSSI Chairperson Les Cave.

2006 Hayters paddock beside the camp ground road is reinstated as a Wetland. Project Manager Les Cave.

2006 Hayters Wetland Planted. Pl ants grown by TOSSI
2006 Pohutukawas planted beside the road to the camp ground.

2006- 2007 North Island Brown Kiwi 44 released through the Bank of NZ Operation Nest Egg Programme.

2007 Open Sanctuary Coordinator for the Northern Sector Matt Maitland, starts with ARC.

2007 Peters Paddock is reinstated as Mangatawhiri wetlands. Project Manager Les Cave.

2007 Official opening of the TOSSI nursery at Tawharanui. Nursery Manager Paul Williams.

2007 First planting of Mangatawhiri Wetland. Also planted between the camp ground and Anchor Bay.
2007 North Island robin released. 21 from Tiritiri Matangi and 4 from Puhoi.

2007 Whiteheads are released. 45 from Tiritiri Matangi.

2007 NZ dotterels fledge seventeen chicks a significant increase from one chick fledged in 2003.
2007-2010 TOSSI Newsletter Editor Alison Stanes

2008 Fourth Art in the Woolshed Exhibition. Helen Crosby co  -ordinator.
2008 Shore Skinks left Tawharanui destined for Tiritiri Matangi.
2008 62009 kaka regularly visiting Tawharanui and first confirmed breeding in the Ecology Bush.
2008- 2009 Pateke releases totalling 84 from the Pateke captive breeding program to Tawharanui.
Project supported by Wetland Care NZ and funding from Banrock Station Wines.
2008- 2010 TOSSI Chairperson and Nursery Manager Paul Williams.
2008 Apple of Sodom removed from the dunes.
2008 Stock shelters planted through out the park.
2008 Final Mangatawhiri wetland planting. Planting at Anchor Bay and stream edge of Road Flat paddock.

2009 First kiwi chicks hatch at Tawharanui.

2009 Shore Skinks left Tawharanui destined for Motuihe.

2009 Kakariki release, red crowned 24 from Little Barrier.

2009 First TOSSI Plant for two days, Twin Hills Gullies. Also West End Race. Plant Co -ordinator Steve Palmer.
2009 Grey -faced petrel confirmed breeding at Ngaio Bay.

2010 Fifth Art in the Woolshed. Helen Crosby co  -ordinator.
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Major steps through 30 newsletters!
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June 10 Volunteer Workday

We started with ten keen adults on a fine day and the
=] force grew to eighteen as we fronted up to a steep
slope on Twin Hills. The first challenge was that many of
| the plants were not on site, and even when they arrived
"1 they had to be carried to the top of the slope where
- | the real work began getting them down the slope. |
- | suspect those who normally do this contrived the
~ » | situation to let the rest of us learn just how much yakka is
involved! And fair enough too. Colin Sargent was
| prepared with a sledge, a wooden frame with two car

| leaf springs for runners, and lots of rope. It was good for
1the downhill parts but a bit heavy to drag back up.
Someone decided to drag the crates of plants down
the slope with a rope and that worked reasonably to

the level where the slope is heavily terraced. We left
for lunch with 480 plants in the ground. Not a big
planting day but a good result from a small group
soon after the Big Planting days.

It left me thinking about the whole effort it takes to
get the plants in the ground. The seed collecting, the
setting up of the nursery, its operation involving many
people and regular work days, the funding for it,
preparing the planting sites, and organising the
planting days, putting the plants out ... The planting is
really like putting the icing on the cake!

Joe Crandle Workday host

July 5 Volunteer Workday

The biggest thank you goes to a small team of
committed volunteers who gave every ounce of
energy to have the satisfaction of seeing the job
finished. Healthy plants heading above a carpet of
flattened weeds. Four student monitors on the park
also helped. Thanks goes to Chloe Maclaren,
Elizabeth Walker, Louise Reynolds and Anna Grief for
without their input we may not have finished. The job
was to clear weeds from the west race plantings
beside the stream. Prime target was apple of sodom
which we removed from the site. Also we dealt to ink
weed, prickly ox tongue, scotch thistles, woolly night
shade deadly night shade and ragwort. There was
great rejoicing each time a healthy kahikatea turned
up from under the weed cover and a competition
evolved as to who could find the biggest.

No matter how much the host for the day is prepared, unforeseen events have to be managed!
First, the key to the TOSSI kitchen cupboard has completely vanished! So tea and coffee were stolen from
other sources.

Second, when the mule driven by Steve Palmer, loaded with tools and people arrived at the worksite, a
terrible hiss greeted us as a back tyre collapsed. Matt Maitland returned to find no spare on the park. He
brought out a trailer to transport the mule back but it was soon discovered that the mule was too wide for
the trailer. After we finished the job we headed out leaving a forlorn mule lone in the paddock.

Third, a studentds car had stopped dead on the farm tra
start it and then pushed it out of the way and finally towed it back to the vol hole. We were well ready for
l unch by two o0dcl ock. Last of al |, Sheila Jenkins very

leaving behind a gumboot either side and landing up on the bank in her socks!
Alison Stanes Workday host .
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August 2 Volunteer Workday

The August workday was the fourth of our major planting days for 2009. Remarkably we enjoyed another
fine day so that our planting during 2009 was virtually rain free. Follow up rain however has helped water
the plants. Again we had the help of a large turnout of around 70 volunteers. CVNZ had worked hard
not only to lift the crates over the fence but also to distribute them down the hill. The nursery group who
turned up on the Friday prior to the planting, were very relieved to see the crates spaced down the hill.
The success of this years planting owes a lot to the CVNZ and the nursery group who help have the
plants in place before planting begins.

A little I ess than 3000 trees were planted filling the
now planted approximately a third of the proposed Twin Hills area. Thanks to all those who helped with
this planting and for the support from ARC. The drinks and nibbles delivered by Laura and Austin Puckett
and their helpers were very much appreciated. Likewise the efforts of Elizabeth and Dorothy in prepar-
ing lunch did not go unnoticed.

One tends to think of the benefits of planting in the long term so it is pleasing to hear reports of bitten be-
ing seen in the wetland of this planting. This years plantings will approach a total of 20,000 plants. Apart
from our four big days other plantings have been done by CVNZ and the Lions. A month after the first
three planting in Twin Hills | had the opportunity to use the CVNZ group to do a formal count of plant sur-
vival. Lost plants were less than 25% and even now survival looks to be above 95%. Thank you again to all
those who have helped with this years planting and we hope to see you again next year.

Steve Palmer workday host

September 6 AGM and Volunteer Workday

After the 7 th AGM, 32 TOSSI volunteers divided into three teams to tackle the tasks ahead. The weather
was warm and sunny, almost a summer day!

Team one, lead by our newly elected vice chair Steve Palmer and his best supporter, Penny, took on the
challenge with a team of TOSSI volunteers to complete the job of removing weeds from the new planting
at Twin Hills. Lucky for them, a trip to Motoura was cancelled last week and 40 Motoura Supporter came to
Tawharanui and removed the majority of the weeds, otherwise Steve and his team would still be
there. (FYI Steve will not rest until the job is done, not even for lunch).

Team two, joined Alison Stanes and her continued efforts to rid the sand dunes of weeds. Her group tar-

geted lupines, as most of the apple of Sodom and purple groundsel have been removed. It is on -going

and with the NZ dotterel back on their territories, it is imperative that the dunes remain as weed -free as
possible .

Team three, this authords team, headed to the west end
at Pukenihinihi Point and Comet Rocks, home to NZ dotterel and Variable Oystercatcher. Our job was

made much easier by the delivery of the huge poles, spades, tape and a pail of staples from the duty

ranger, Maurice Puckett, in his mighty quad along the beach. Peter Griffiths was the star, as he elected to
take a ride back with Maurice to Comet Rocks, while the rest of us went over land. By the time we arrived,
Peter and Maurice had the holes dug and poles in place. All we had to do was to staple the tape to the
poles and look like we were working. A good time was had by all and the views of Little Barrier were spec-
tacular! Peter and Maurice, thank you and thank you to everyone who volunteered throughout the year.

We value your time and it helps us in measurable ways with a wide range of tasks.

Sharon Kast workday host

Left, The team repairing
NZ dotterel fences.

Right, Weeding the
dunes with a splendid
view of Ocean Beach

and Little Barrier.




Tawharanui evolves from intensive farming to an
Open Sanctuary!

L =T

Pukenininiv Point Camp Paddock has nothing ‘tb do
A [T 65 with the camping ground! 1t was
used as a camp during,the war.
West End P 9

The Bull sidling’is where the bulls
were kept apa now it is planted.

| Walmaru Stream

|

Hubbards Bush Hayters Paddock thought to be
was always .
named after a make of mower, is
known as
. now Hayters Wetland.
Kingston
s

The camp ground is here.

Cactus Paddock has no cactus!

Slip has an enormous gully
waiting to be planted some day!

Peterds Paddof:
Mangatawhiri Wetland

and the bush next to it is
svatangrant [K NOWN as Pet ef

Airstrip no longer is

Home Bush behind the S
used as an airstrip! S

park homestead.

Three Post Bay has

The lagoon was a quarry and material shipped to Auckland. three posts

It is deep and open to the sea and is able to be fished by Swedes no from an old fence.
the public. Small snapper and mullet are sometimes caught longer grow

here. The water flows on to the reinstated wetlands: - in Swede Possum Gully has no
Mangatawhiri, Lagoon and Hayters wetlands. Paddock! possums now!
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