
TĀWHARANUI OPEN SANCTUARY SOCIETY INC. 

Newsletter 70.  Spring 2019                                                            

Tāwharanui Open Sanctuary is a joint project with Auckland Council. 

Tūturiwhatu (NZ dotterel) WR-OY is back, completely recuperated after last season losing a long term partner 

and then, with a new partner, fledging two chicks. He was pale and skinny by the end of the season. Having 

fattened up on the Omaha mud flats over the winter, he is back wearing a strong breeding plumage and  

already guarding his precious nesting territory.   

 

Below left, pied shags and right, Caspian terns on the shore of the lagoon at Tāwharanui. 



Coming events 
 

Sunday in the Park: meet at the woolshed at 9.00am (wear sturdy 

shoes/gumboots; bring a bottle of water) BBQ lunch is provided. 

 October 6:  Work Day (all welcome)  

 November 3:  Work Day (all welcome)  

 December 1:  Work Day and Xmas lunch (all welcome)  
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   Volunteer Days 

   Tuesdays 9am  The Nursery team meets at the Tāwharanui nursery.  

 If you would like to join this dedicated team, 

        Contact: Ray Blackburn 09 425 4995.  magsandray@gmail.com 

   Thursdays 9am  A small group of volunteers meet at the Vol’ Hole for  

 interesting track and maintenance work. 

    Contact: Roger Williams 09 425 9127.  ropeworth@gmail.com  

  Predator Fence checking (to be done in your own time) See page 10. 

                                                               Chairperson’s comments 

It is interesting how evolution unfolds. Recently my twin sister and I were in Australia where  

birds have to cope with fires, floods, draughts and a raft of hungry raptors overhead.  

It took only one special call from a small fig-parrot and the large flock we were watching  

feeding, suddenly disappeared under the leaves of the tree. Looking skyward we noticed  

a Whistling Kite that they had spotted well before us.  Kites have evolved to trawl the front  

line of the bush fires, picking off birds making their escape. When the fire is receding, some  

Kites have learned to pick up a branch with embers and drop it to ignite a new fire, thus  

creating another fire front to feed from. 

 

Most small parrots lay many eggs to protect themselves against the odds of loss. This means hungry 

screeching chicks telling frantic parents that they want to be fed are also advertising to other birds that 

there is a meal ready and waiting.  The Lemon-bellied Flycatcher avoids this by making a very small nest 

on a branch and laying only one egg. Both parents rapidly feed the chick so that it grows and fledges 

quickly avoiding other hungry birds.  

 

At Mt. Lewis in the Atherton Table Land in Queensland, there is a very rare bird called a Chowchilla which 

lives on the floors of tropical rainforests. They are dark brown in colour and the male has a smart white bib. 

However the female’s bib is chestnut brown, most likely to help camouflage her when she is sitting on a 

nest in the forest litter. 

 

In New Zealand kiwi are evolving from living in dense forest to living near forest margins and on farmland. 

At the Sanctuaries of New Zealand Conference, which Karyn Hoksbergen writes about on page 9 in this 

newsletter, we learned about the Northland project called Backyard Kiwi. This  started out as a Landcare 

Forum and changed the name to gain momentum. Fortunately there was a remnant population of kiwi on 

Whangarei Heads to recruit from. These days kiwi are thriving on private farmland especially near Whan-

garei Heads. This happened when locals came on board, utilising kiwi aversion training for farm or pet 

dogs. Pet dog owners took up the challenge to ‘take the lead’ and use it when out walking.  

With iwi and locals involved with pest management, the programme has been a great success. Nearby 

Limestone Island is used as a crèche for defenceless chicks retrieved from Whangarei Heads. They are 

taken to Limestone Island for twelve months until they are about a kilo in weight, then returned to the 

mainland. Kiwi numbers have increased from 80 in 2009 to an estimated 800 today. 

Check it out online http://www.backyardkiwi.org.nz  and take a couple of minutes to see the video  

Take the Lead.  

 

With Takatu Landcare Group and The Forest Bridge Trust aiming towards a pest-free link with Tāwharanui, 

hopefully one day in the future there might be kiwi outside the Tāwharanui Pest Proof Fence and in your 

backyard. Just imagine how exciting it would be if we could take kiwi from Tāwharanui and release them 

outside the fence! Tāwharanui could well be used as a crèche receiving defenceless chicks hatched  

outside and growing them through till they are big enough to fend for themselves. Well, you have to 

dream and seed ideas! 

 

Alison Stanes 

http://www.backyardkiwi.org.nz/
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Open Sanctuary Senior Ranger Update 
 

 

TOSSI Chair Alison Stanes commented to the Coastal Restoration Conference earlier  

this year that while Auckland Council provides many knowledgeable staff, there is an  

infinite amount of wisdom held collectively among the (often greying) heads of  

volunteers. It did remind me of the maxim “knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit,  

wisdom is knowing not to use it in a fruit salad.” This helps me to pause and reflect on  

the nature of knowledge and wisdom, and how these inform our actions. As is often  

said, those who fail to learn from the past are doomed to repeat it.  

 

My background with DOC’s Mainland Island programme had a very clear mandate to develop new and 

improved conservation techniques. The rationale was that the mid to late 90s was a period when  

mainland conservation took off in a big way but we lacked basic understanding of how best to do it. 

These testing grounds allowed iterative testing of management interventions and linking the  

action to the outcome and guiding resourcing required.   

 

Here in Auckland we are blessed to have three major universities on our doorstep with some serious  

intellectual horsepower. As is the role of universities these academics nurture the scientists of the future by 

supporting and overseeing post-graduate research as well as their own research programmes. Ecological 

research of course requires some ecology to be studied and that is where we come in. Tāwharanui and 

Shakespear Open Sanctuaries provide a ‘living laboratory’ of a mostly pest-free recovering ecosystem. 

They have the further advantage of being logistically accessible, you can drive to them! Most of our other 

significant pest-free land is on offshore islands requiring expensive and at times challenging boat trips.  

Research on regional parks, including our open sanctuaries, is managed via a Discretionary Use permitting 

process. This allows us to balance the value or opportunity the research may provide against the impact 

of the study upon the thing being studied; other biological values which depend or interact with the study 

subject; park visitor impact such as noise and obstruction; cultural values; archaeological sites and risk of 

introducing pathogens. Phew! 

 

Over the years a suite of research in the general area of forest regeneration has been undertaken. This 

was keenly supported, as we invest significant effort in creating new habitat, usually through growing and 

planting trees. We’ve gained insights into how planted areas evolve and begin to host other species:  

secondary forest species have a better chance of establishing if there are adequate bird perches and if 

they are close to forest sources that birds and seeds can disperse from. We’ve also learnt the role that tree 

ferns can play in regenerating forests. 

 

Several of our reintroduced species have offered opportunities for learning alongside management  

actions. Tieke reintroduction allowed us to explore potential barriers song evolution may have on  

recombining separated groups. Kakariki assisted research into the more threatened orange-fronted  

parakeet. Native predation, not dispersal, is the main limitation to recruiting our productive robins into the 

population. The role of scents and sounds has informed how we attract and hold returning seabirds. Du-

vaucel’s gecko reintroduction allows the impact of mice upon this species to be examined, informing fu-

ture mainland reintroductions and consequences of mice upon this species in their offshore island safe ha-

vens. (read more about the technology being used, on page 8) 

 

We’ve studied extant species: looking at the role of colour morphology in predation of shore skink, how 

shore skinks fare under various mouse control regimes; the role of paradise shelduck in stock water quality 

and disease vectoring; and how korimako (bellbird) disperse across the landscape; cooperative breeding 

among pukeko; song difference between urban and rural tui; how banded rail use mangroves; how  

behavioural characteristics of birds may influence their success and suitability for translocation. 

 

A consistent message from researchers and their supervisors is their gratitude for Tāwharanui Open  

Sanctuary, its increasing ecological values and the research opportunities it enables. 

 

 

Matt Maitland 

 

I can be contacted at matt.maitland@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz or 09 427 3270 

mailto:matt.maitland@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
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Activities in the Park 

The Nursery team complete the task of  

putting protective netting around plants on the slopes  

behind the camp ground to prevent rabbits  

destroying them. 

How many volunteers does it take to construct a shed? Not many, as it turned out! There was a bit 

of debate as to what they were doing and where, but after reading the instructions (which were  

apparently less that clear! “Yeah, right!”) the new takahe food storage shed is complete.   

Above, Alison and Roger lay the floor.  And right, Roger, Karyn and Ron, very pleased with their  

achievement. 

If you’d like to join the weekly Thursday “construction team” contact Roger Williams: 09 425 9127,   

ropeworth@gmail.com  

Right: Roger, Ron, Silvana and Sharon (photographer) 

built stiles at M16 and Possum Gully.   
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Mel Wilson, Glenda Peake, and Anne Ronaldson were kiwi-hunting one evening recently, by the split in 

the road up to Lookout Paddock and Ecology Trail, when they spotted this kiwi. The bird stood and fed in 

the grass for a few minutes before disappearing into the bush. 

 

Photo: Glenda Peake  

Volunteering at Tāwharanui 

 
Having been involved with this amazing park for a few years, I felt I could share some thoughts on what it 

means to me, and I asked for suggestions from fellow workers to find out if others felt the same. We all 

agreed that we are really lucky to work in such a beautiful environment. 

 

One of the first gains voiced by almost everyone, is the sociability and camaraderie that exists between 

fellow workers. People come from diverse backgrounds to join the more regular group at the nursery and 

lasting, productive friendships can develop. Additional workers often include student Rangers, campers or 

other transient visitors, all contributing to the maintenance of the park. 

 

Simple things such as no dress code, equality of workforce, no pressure to actually be there, not to  

mention amazing shared morning teas, ensure the gathering together of like-minded souls who enjoy the 

healthy and productive activities we are involved in. Even when the vagaries of New Zealand weather 

results in sometimes prolonged soaking, work continues with the same friendly atmosphere of enjoyment 

in shared activity. 

 

In addition to the seed-sowing, potting-on, planting, weeding, and path-clearing, volunteers can be  

involved in a variety of different pursuits including bird monitoring, trap line and fence-checking, all  

contributing to the general maintenance of the wonderful environment that is Tāwharanui. 

 

You don’t have to go far to see the growth of previously-planted areas of healthy bush and grasses, and 

to know you’ve been part of this is reward enough for everyone’s endeavours. But it’s also pleasing to see 

so many happy faces of planters and others who come into the woolshed after a good morning’s work. 

Finding that they’ll be fed is to some an unexpected bonus, in addition to the pleasure and reward they 

feel from sometimes hard, but always productive and therapeutic work.  

 

It all adds to the fun and personal satisfaction from being involved in a joint community project. Working 

alongside others is always worthwhile and enjoyable and we’re lucky to do it somewhere so inspiring. 

 

Mel Wilson  
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Seabird Successes for 2018/2019 
 

The 2018/19 season was somewhat mixed for seabirds at Tāwharanui. The season initially looked to be very 

busy but many grey-faced petrels did not breed either due to very wet conditions or because they were 

young, inexperienced birds.  None-the-less we still recorded a total of 20 grey-faced petrel chicks fledged, 

5 fluttering shearwater chicks fledged and little penguins successfully breeding at several places around 

the peninsula.  

 

Red-billed gull numbers are continuing to increase with 230 breeding pairs this year and white-fronted 

terns nested at Tokatu Point for the first time in several years.  

  

The 2019/2020 season has commenced and the numbers of grey-faced petrel sitting on eggs is at an  

unprecedentedly high level.  Banding evenings have also been very successful this year with a total of 71 

new birds banded and 52 previously banded birds recaptured.  

 

Milestone for seabird restoration – a chick returns! 

The seabird restoration project at Tāwharanui has passed a significant milestone with confirmation that a 

chick hatched at the Sanctuary in 2014 has returned to its birth site five years later. 

 

Spencer McIntyre, a PhD student studying seabirds in the Hauraki Gulf, was catching ōi (grey-faced  

petrel) at Ngaio Bay in July this year. Some of these birds carried bands as part of our long-term seabird 

study at Tāwharanui.  One band number was E224779 that was fitted to a near-fledged chick in nestbox 

A12 at Ngaio Bay on 27th December 2014.  This is the first known local-born ōi to be recaptured.   

 

Ōi exhibit natal philopatry; that is, they tend to return to their own birthplace to breed.  In trying to  

develop a new seabird colony this provides a significant challenge as we have to encourage birds away 

from their birthplace. We do this with sound-systems playing their calls and by providing nest-boxes as  

easy nesting opportunities.  Of course, once the birds have begun to breed in their new home then natal  

philopatry works in our favour as, hopefully, their progeny will return. 

 

Of course there are no guarantees of survival for a young petrel.  Once fledged the immature ōi is  

independent of its parents and must fend for itself.  Many birds fail to survive their first year.  Immature ōi 

begin to return to breeding colonies at 3 years of age and can breed as early as four years but most  

delay breeding until they are about 8 years old. 

 

The discovery of this bird at Tāwharanui exemplifies two things.  Firstly that seabird restoration is ‘long-

game’ conservation. Not just in the time it takes to build and sustain a colony but also in the impact that 

growing colony’s guano has on the coastal forest through importing nutrients from the sea. Secondly, it 

shows how important the involvement of graduate students has been to our seabird programme.   

Dr. Megan Friesen, PhD student Edin Whitehead and Kerry Lukies have all have made major contributions 

to both the management of the seabird population at Tāwharanui and our understanding of seabird  

biology. To top it off the chick was originally banded by Jemma Welch (another student) and re-captured 

by Spencer. 

 

To add another layer to this story, both the parents of this chick were banded in 2013. One of the banded 

parents was found dead in nest-box A12 in May 2015. A second unbanded bird (not one of the parents) 

was found dead in the box a week later.  After an autopsy both were considered to have been killed by 

penguins who were competing for and subsequently occupied 

the nest box. Penguins have successfully bred in the adjoining  

nest-box A11 each season from 2015. 

 

We know of at least 6 ōi chicks that hatched in the 2014 season  

at Tāwharanui. That number has grown to 20 in the 2018 and it  

appears that we will have more again this year after an  

exceptional start to this breeding season for grey-faced petrel.  

Hopefully many of these chicks will return as adults and with that  

we may see truly exponential growth of our still quite small colony  

of seabirds. 

 

James Ross  

 

Right, Edin Whitehead holds a healthy ōi chick fluff-ball.  



7 

Above, Alseuosmia (toropapa) are flowering  

beside the wooden steps on the Upper  

Ecology Trail.   

Photo: Susan Gibbings. 

 

Right, Ranger Evan became surrogate  

mummy to these orphaned lambs. 

Springtime in the Park  

Planting Season 2019 

Left, volunteers braved the cold wind and  

occasional showers in August, ending a very  

productive planting season. 

Comments from the public who turn up, express 

the great sense of satisfaction and ownership 

they get from planting trees. 

A tramping/hiking group who came to help, 

said: 

“Fantastic planting together for the greatest 

good today, thanks, loved it!”  

“Felt very accomplished after planting 20 trees 

and hope to see the trees grown up a little next 

time I go hiking there”.    

“What an awesome day of planting trees for 

future generations. And weren't we blessed by 

the beautiful, fresh, crisp, winter weather!”  

 

A group called Mad Campers, who came to 

help with the July planting day, later sent this 

message: “A huge thanks for organising the 

planting on Sunday. We absolutely loved it and 

left really proud of what was accomplished!” 

The total plantings for this year were 15,783 plants:  

 June Public Planting: 5208 in Slip Gully by 123 people 

 July Public Planting: 4393 in Slip Gully by 168 people  

 August Public Planting: 5500 in Slip Gully by 146 people  

 July Corporate group:175 in Campground East  

 Mahurangi College: 89 in Mangatawhiri Wetlands  

 Nursery Group: 478 in various sites 



Duvaucel’s Gecko Monitoring Update 
 

In 2016 eighty rare Duvaucel’s geckos were released at Tāwharanui. This was the first mainland  

reintroduction of the Duvaucel’s gecko. A team from Massey University, along with TOSSI volunteers head 

out every two months to survey the Duvaucel’s geckos and mouse activity. This is done primarily with the 

use of ink cards in tracking tunnels. The inky footprints on the card indicate the presence of a gecko, but 

not which gecko. 

 

Twice a year the team carries out a survey where as many of the 

geckos as possible are recaptured and their weight, length and 

condition are recorded. Due to the Duvaucel’s geckos’ unique 

markings, this enables the identification of individuals. Five such  

surveys have been undertaken and 57 of the 80 individual geckos 

have been recaptured. In addition, seven geckos born at Tāwha-

ranui have also been captured and recorded. 

 

In June/July this year we trialed several CritterPic camera tools.  

These had been kindly loaned by Boffa Miskell who have  

developed the tool. The photo (right) taken was clear enough  

for the individual gecko to be identified. The tools will be trialed 

more extensively next year. If successfully deployed they will allow 

the gathering of far more data on the gecko presence and  

movements. 

 

The graphs below show at how many surveys each individual Duvaucel’s gecko has been recaptured.  

The bottom axis shows the gecko’s identification code. As you can see two geckos (67M and 46F) have 

shown up for each survey. The CritterPic tools will allow us to see if some of those not surveyed, have been 

present at the tracking card surveys but been unwilling to be recaptured. 

If any TOSSI member would like to be involved with the Duvaucel’s gecko survey work, please email: 

gecko@tossi.org.nz. 

 

Roger Grove 

 

Figure 2: Site 2 individuals recaptured 

Figure 1: Site 1 individuals recaptured 
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SONZI Conference 20-22 August 2019 

 

For the second year in a row, Alison Stanes, Sally Richardson and I attended the Sanctuaries of NZ  

Conference. This year it was held in Whangarei. We joined about 50 people each day to a veritable feast 

of all things ‘sanctuary’. One plus from having attended last year was a presentation that led on from  

further analysis of datasets from many NZ sanctuaries which strengthened the initial findings of native and 

endemic bird species out-competing non-natives. Good news indeed.  

 

Eight-minute soapbox presentations provided updates on activities in many sanctuaries. Many related to 

pests: trapping, baiting, what works and what hasn’t worked. This year I noticed that there are some  

innovative online technologies being implemented in this space. Apps and bespoke programmes  

allowing data input and upload in the field, remote data monitoring of traps, real-time health and safety 

of staff, adopt-a-trap feedback communications, reminders for doing trap lines, budgeting and ordering, 

etc. Currently these have been developed to be site-specific but lend themselves to being applied in a 

wider context.  

 

There was also an update on the proposed iwi-led Pokaka eco-sanctuary in the central North Island. 

Essential to this process is consultation with iwi and hapu, and it will be very interesting to hear next year’s 

update. The positive benefits of this iwi/hapu consultation theme, expanding to include the local  

community, continued throughout the conference. Many speakers spoke glowingly of achievements that 

could not have happened without community engagement. Very motivating to hear that.  

 

The last day’s field trip to Matakohe/Limestone Island was also a highlight. This predator-free island has 

been used as a kiwi crèche for a number of years. Newly hatched chicks from the Whangarei Heads area 

are taken to the island to grow for approximately 12 months until they are about 1kg and are then  

returned to the Heads area again. At this weight they can defend themselves from attack from most 

predators except ferrets, cats and dogs. There has been a concerted effort to engage and educate the 

local community to support kiwi survival. The outcome is that there really are kiwi in backyards up there! 

Thank you to the SONZI committee (chaired by Matt Maitland) for organising and coordinating another  

fantastic event. 

 

Karyn Hoksbergen 

Karyn snapped this flock of variable oystercatchers on the  

historic wharf of Matakohe/Limestone Island, showing a white one standing in the middle foreground.  

This is an example of leucistic birds which unlike albinism, have only some of their pigmentation missing.   

It has been seen in tui and piwakawaka but is more often seen in oystercatchers.  

To find out more go to:  https://www.birdingnz.net/forum/viewtopic.php?t=2503   

From left, Karyn Hoksbergen, Alison Stanes, Sally Richardson, 

Matt Maitland and Tony Hoksbergen, enjoying the sunshine  

in the “winterless North”. 
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https://www.birdingnz.net/forum/viewtopic.php?t=2503
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NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS WELCOME 

If you would like to write a brief article about any activities you’ve been involved in, or an experience 

you’ve enjoyed in the Park which you’d like to share, please email it to me: editor@tossi.org.nz 

And if you have any good photos of interest, please supply a brief caption and email them to me. 

 

Marguerite Vanderkolk  

Editor.  

TOSSI on Facebook 
  

TOSSI is on Facebook. You can find us by searching ‘Tāwharanui  Open Sanctuary Society Incorporated’ 

or using the URL https://www.facebook.com/TOSSI.NZ/ 

Please feel free to post photos and other updates that you feel followers will be interested in.   

Follow the page to get notifications of upcoming events. 

Join the Fence Team 
  

We are calling for Predator Fence Checkers. 

 

You would be joining a team of 20 others who work in pairs, one each side of the fence, taking a turn 

every 10 weeks and choosing a day in the week as rostered, starting from Wednesday through to the 

following Wednesday. You will be introduced to the procedure of recording your time in the Park, the 

gear you take on your check and recording your observations. You will then be walking approximately 

three kilometres over a three hour period, checking the fence which includes the buried skirt, cap and 

netting; checking that culverts are clear; posts are erect, etc.   

  

This offers a great opportunity to enjoy Tāwharanui  Regional Park while ensuring the reintroduced  

species are protected to the best of our ability. 

  

For more information contact: 

Roster Compiler 

Richard Taylor 

021 102 1065  

rb.taylor@auckland.ac.nz 

AGM 2019 

TOSSI’s AGM was held on Sunday 1 September. Chairperson, Alison Stanes, reported on the tremendous 

amount of work done over the past year by the hundreds of members and volunteers, thanking all for 

their commitment and effort. The many and varied activities under our Education and Awareness  

Strategy, which began last summer, were summarised. She acknowledged the cooperative working  

relationship which TOSSI has with Auckland Council, particularly the Park Rangers. Treasurer, Kim Grove, 

was pleased to report that TOSSI is in a very sound financial state. Senior Ranger, Matt Maitland’s report 

covered the many challenges and achievements faced in managing and maintaining the Sanctuary. 

 

New Committee 

Alison Stanes (Chair), Roger Grove (Vice-Chair), Karyn Hoksbergen (Secretary), Kim Grove (Treasurer), Sally 

Richardson, Justine Sanderson and Marguerite Vanderkolk, all returned to the Committee. Tony Enderby 

has retired from the Committee, and newcomers, Susan Gibbings and Jackie Russell, were voted on.   

Susan has been a member for many years, actively working in the Nursery, monitoring ōi (grey-faced  

petrel) and takahē, and helping with our education programme. Jackie, a recent ‘refugee’ from  

Auckland and a local business woman, is a dedicated volunteer on planting and work days in the Park.  

Welcome on board! 

mailto:editor@tossi.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/TOSSI.NZ/


Trapline Volunteers Needed 

Trapline volunteers help maintain the network of traps and 

bait stations throughout the Park. They serve a crucial role  

in detecting and eliminating pest predators that have 

somehow managed to get into the sanctuary. Volunteers 

adopt a line which they usually service once a month.  

You can do this alone or with a friend to help share the 

load. The lines vary in length and difficulty: some are 

physically demanding, others are literally a walk in the 

Park!   

Full training and advice will be provided.   

If you are interested please contact 

James Ross:  jrross801@gmail.com  

Children’s Book: Drama Queen 
 

A delightful story about a tūturiwhatu  

(NZ dotterel) that lives at Tāwharanui.  

Excellent birthday or Christmas gift.  

Cost: $20 

Contact: Alison 09 524 0291 

TOSSI monogram patches are available for sale 

with black or white surrounds, to sew on 

garments — hats, shirts, fleeces, etc.   

Cost: $15 

Contact: Sally 09 425 0161 
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Application form for NEW MEMBERS 

Tāwharanui  Open Sanctuary Soc. Inc. 

 

Name(s):  _____________________________________ 

 

Address:  ______________________________________ 

 

Phone No.  ____________________________________ 

 

Email    ________________________________________ 

 

Membership fee: 

$20 single membership   $________ 

$30 Family membership   $________ 

Additional contribution (optional)   $________ 

(Donations over $5 are tax deductible) 

Total amount enclosed                             $__________ 

 

Membership as a gift to family or friends: 

A gift membership will be sent to you. 

Recipient’s name: _______________________________________ 

Recipient’s address: 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

Please make cheques payable to Tāwharanui Open 

Sanctuary Society Inc. and return to: 

TOSSI Membership Secretary  

PO Box 112  

Matakana 0948 

 

You can also pay by bank transfer to:                    

ANZ 06-0483-0072390-00 

The membership name should be clearly referenced if the 

payee name is different to the membership name, e.g: 

Payee        Payment details         Membership  

Bloggs, J.                  $20/$30                      Bloggs Family   

 

If making a donation with membership, please reference 

clearly. 

          TOSSI Committee  

  Chair       Alison Stanes            09 524 0291 

  Vice Chair   Roger Grove            09 422 3459 

  Secretary Karyn Hoksbergen    09 585 1315              

  Treasurer Kim Grove   09 422 3459 

  Committee Sally Richardson      09 425 0161 

    Justine Sanderson    021 654 554                     

    Susan Gibbings  09 422 6328  

    Jackie Russell           027 570 8971  
    Marguerite Vanderkolk  

                  027 528 4658  

   Newsletter Editor  editor@tossi.org.nz 

   Membership Secretary Janet Poole 

          membership@tossi.org.nz 

 Email       secretary@tossi.org.nz 

   E-letter   Janet Poole              

   Website       www.TOSSI.org.nz 

   Correspondence   Chairperson or  

      Membership Secretary 

                         PO Box 112  

      Matakana 0948    

mailto:editor@tossi.org.nz


Obituary for Dr Roger Grace, QSM 
 

Local environmentalist and marine scientist, Dr Roger Grace QSM, died at Warkworth Hospital on June 28.  

His interest in marine life started at an early age and he studied marine biology at University of Auckland’s 

Leigh Marine Laboratory. Roger completed his PhD on the marine sediments and life of the Whangateau 

Harbour in 1972 and was one of the first marine scientists in New Zealand to use scuba as a tool for  

studying the underwater world. The harbour was one of his favourite dive locations, despite being chased 

on several occasions in the early days by bronze whaler sharks. 

 

Roger had a long association with the Tāwharanui coastline. When the eastern end of the Tāwharanui 

Peninsula became a regional park, Roger thought it would be good to survey marine species before and 

after summer visitor activity, especially the effects of fishing. He established a comprehensive monitoring 

programme in 1977. Roger’s efforts for a no-take area adjoining the regional park came to fruition in 1981 

when the Tāwharanui Marine Park was created.  

 

In recent years Roger’s team of volunteers, whose only incentive was a free lunch and a soft drink,  

monitored underwater transects both in and out of the marine park in summer when the crayfish were in 

shallow water. Roger explored much of the New Zealand coastline including Fiordland, Stewart Island,  

the Three Kings Islands and the Kermadec Islands.  

 

He was one of NZ’s top underwater photographers and a founding member of the Underwater  

Photographic Society of NZ. Some of his work can be viewed at https://www.theguardian.com/

environment/gallery/2019/jul/23/powerful-undersea-images-photographer-roger-grace-in-pictures   

His underwater photographic expertise was recognised by environmental campaigner Greenpeace.  

He worked for them for over 20 years on campaigns against drift netting in the Pacific, monitoring fishing  

in Antarctic waters and checking rubbish left around the many bases on the Antarctic Peninsula. He was 

awarded a Queen’s Service Medal, the Green Ribbon Award, the NZ Marine Sciences Society John  

Morton Award, Forest & Bird’s Old Blue, the Wyland Award and a Mobil Environmental Award for his work. 

He was posthumously awarded the Holdaway Award at the Hauraki Gulf Forum meeting in August.  

 

Roger always had a smile on his face, especially when ice cream, rum or his homemade feijoa wine were 

on the table. He was equally at home taking a group of school children on a snorkelling expedition as he 

was talking to a room full of scientists. He believed in making decisions based on sound science,  

not emotion and his many friends and colleagues hope his legacy will be a greater awareness of the  

urgent need for New Zealanders to take better care of their marine environment. 

 

The Roger Grace Memorial Fund has been set up to fund monitoring at Tāwharanui and other projects 

Roger was interested in. See www.emr.org.nz  He is survived by his daughters, Shelley and Vanessa. 

 

By Tony Enderby 
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