e .

"

ik ok Fean BN ~ | Newsletter 96  Winter 2026
Open Sanctuary . —
Society lne . - : .

Support TOSSI

To volunteer, join and/or
& , make a donation, go to
»_ La -

: ' | https://www.tossi.org.nz/
Shoveler duck/kuruwhengi Photo: Alison Stanes b g

™ - L] .

From the Chair

Where is the year going? It seems only a very short time ago that it was New Year and
now here we are, nearly at the shortest day already.

This will be the last newsletter before we go fully digital. People who don’t have a
computer or who really need a printed copy, can get one by a request to me at
salizrich@gmail.com. We’ve made this decision after thinking about it for some years.
The main reason is that the cost of printing and postage is more than your annual
subscription. We will continue to print off a few to archive. There is a compilation of all
newsletters in a file in the ‘vol hole’ in the Park Rangers’ office building.

Planting season is on again. The Nursery is full to overflowing and our first planting day was successful. A lot of
preparation goes in before a planting day and | do want to acknowledge the Nursery team for their extra work
around the three big planting sessions, as well as all the work to get things together on each of the planting days.
Our wetland project is progressing! (Read more about it on page 7)

Our first guided kiwi walk has taken place with a very big tick of approval. Seven kiwi were seen, with one
walking within a metre of the group. You can't get a better experience than that! You can book a walk through
Caryn Smith: caysmith65@gmail.com

| offer a warm welcome to our new Regional Lead for Sanctuaries, Courtney Davis. You can read about
Courtney’s background on page six. While welcoming new people in, | have sadly to announce that Larissa will
be leaving us at the end of June due to health reasons. When Moe left over four years ago, | didn’t know how
he could be replaced. Now | feel the same about Larissa. She has been such a wonderful addition to the Park
team, a huge support to TOSSI, and it is my hope that she will continue to be a valued part of our volunteer
community even as she moves slightly further away.

| recently attended our former Chairperson, Alison Stanes’ significant birthday and reflected that as we grow
older, it's satisfying to see what we leave behind but even more pleasing to see new people who are coming
forward to carry on the legacy.

Please remember to update your TOSSI membership. This is the best time to do it — when you first think
about it — before you get busy with other things. Paying now also means you get the full year's membership.
Our AGM is coming up at the beginning of September. Please give some thought about joining the committee.
We would welcome a few new members.

Take care in the winter months.

Sally Richardson Auckland ‘%
Council =/

Tawharanui Open Sanctuary is a joint project with Auckland Council Te Kaunhera o Tamaki Makaurau S
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Pateke Count Report

A big thank you to all who participated in the 2026 annual pateke/brown teal survey. It was great to get the team
(Maggie, Ray, Roger, Alison, Cheri, Susan, Pauline, Caryn, Phil, Megan, VJ and Kim) back together to bash
along streams, ponds and mud to count the elusive pateke.

There was a slight decrease (15 birds) in the total population of pateke monitored on 10 February in our area
(see flock count data below). This was disappointing as the local population has built up slowly after a lot of
volunteer and rangers’ efforts in pest control. It would appear that the pateke have dispersed due to recent
major storms and one storm just before the count this year. In addition to our three distinct populations
(Tawharanui, Omaha and Christian Bay) they have also been observed in Matheson Bay near Leigh,
Mahurangi River in Warkworth. They have also been seen at Mansion House Bay on Kawau Island but were
not counted.

Even though there has been an overall decline, the numbers are not bad. The survey shows they have
dispersed since re-introductions started in 2008 and that is good news for the fourth rarest duck in the world.

The pateke is a seriously endangered duck. It was absent from most of the mainland except for a relic
stronghold flock at Mimiwhangata in Northland.

This year marks the fifteenth survey with over 14 volunteers participating. The next survey is due to take place
on 16 February 2027. Counts are carried out in February to avoid strong winds and heavy rain.

Ducks don‘t mind the rain but volunteers do
and streams can be dangerous when water is
rushing over the banks. Safety first at all times!
If you are interested in joining the team, new
volunteers are always welcome and you will be
paired up with an experienced monitor. It is not
a ‘walk in the park’ as there is some
bush-bashing required to get through to the
streams and wet lands. Gumboots are a must!

Sharon Kast
Count Co-ordinator

Pateke Survey .

Tawharanui, Christian Bay, Omaha Storm Water Ponds A male (left) and female pateke pair
Photo: Aussie Sharpe
2013 2023 2024 2025 2026
Location 22-Feb | 7-Feb | 13-Feb | 11-Feb | 10-Feb
Tawharanui
Mangatawhiri/wetland/lagoon 5 9 0 0 2
Camp wetlands/roadside drains 0 16 15 0 1
Hayter's wetland/Lagoon stream 2 29 0 1
Anchor Bay road drains 0 0 0 2
Waikokowai (Ecology) Stream/stock dam & gullies 13 23 22 10 9
Waimaru Farm (Hubbard's) pond and stream 12 21 34 8 27
Total Tawharanui 32 98 75 18 42
Other Sites
Christian Bay/wetlands, lodge area *0 46 56 38 41
Omaha Storm water ponds *0 35 24 11 7
Omaha Wastewater 0 6 40 41 3
Total Other Sites 0 87 120 90 51
Total All Sites 32 185 195 108 93




Kiwi Call Count

A big thank you to all those who monitored kiwi calls at Tawharanui this year. The results are shown in the
table below.

It's a system with many variables and could be accused of not being very scientific but it's the best we
have, and is showing a steady increase in numbers, which is the intention. My hope is that more of our kiwi
population will be able to be translocated to other predator controlled areas. We certainly have enough to
share!

This year marked the last time that | will be organising the count after 12 years. Marguerite has kindly
offered to organise it from next
year. If you would like to join
the team for next year’s count,
contact Marguerite:
mbvkgg@gmail.com

Sally Richardson
Count Co-ordinator

Kiwi-Call Monitoring Tawharanui 2026
Preliminary Results

Above, some of the monitors ready
; Thursday Saturday Tuesday Friday g
Sites 7 May 9 May 12 May 15 May Site Totals to head out to count calls.
Twin Hills 37 22 38 51 148
North
Ecology 8 10 30 9 57
Bush
Trig 21 1 35 12 69
Matine 0 0 24 6 30
Triangle
Possum
Gully 51 7 43 16 117
Soutn N ater 62 27 46 48 183
Tanks
S Above, a kiwi seen on a trail camera
Session 179 67 216 142« 604 checking out a takahé feeder.
batais : : Kiwi have a strong sense of smell,
mrrtrrrtm 1 soitis likely to have been able to smell
Notes - the food inside the feeder.
Session 2 was a wet evening, producing the lowest count in 6 years.
Session 3 was the highest count ever. Last highest was 213 in 2025
Average call-count per hour over the 6 sites & 4 sessions is 12.8
Average call-count per hour over the 6 sites & 3 best sessions is 14.9
More kiwi being seen during monitoring.




Education in the Park

A significant part of the mahi which TOSSI does is education and awareness-raising about conservation,
ecology and predator control. It's been a busy few months for the TOSSI volunteer education team and our
wonderful interactive learning resource on wheels, the Education Trailer.

Tawharanui Regional Park was chosen as one of three locations across Aotearoa New Zealand to host a
King's Baton Relay event as part of the build-up to the 23rd Commonwealth Games to be held in Glasgow.
This year, in recognition of King Charles’ commitment to the environment, the Relay has a strong focus on
sustainability. In each Commonwealth country, communities participate in ‘clean-ups’ in the environment.

In March, students from local primary schools attended the event at Anchor Bay. Our Education Trailer was
there to help the students learn about why conservation is so important. The students also had an opportunity
to meet present and former medal-winning athletes, including Dame Sophie Pascoe, a Paralympian swimmer
who is the official King’s Relay ambassador.

Terms One and Four of the school year see many schools from Auckland camping at Tawharanui to run their
outdoor education and senior students’ leadership programmes in the Park. The education team and the
Trailer have been included to enhance these programmes, helping students learn about the value and
significance of Tawharanui. Some schools organise their students to 'give back’ by volunteering to help with
various tasks in the Park, such as mulching around trees, spreading metal along the predator-proof fence.
TOSSI is also very grateful for a koha (donation) given to us by some schools.

Young people in Scout groups and those completing their Duke of Edinburgh Awards also benefit from the
learning opportunities provided by TOSSI in the Park. The Trailer and team have recently attended
educational events outside the Park too: at a sustainability open day for local schools, which was a student-
run initiative at Orewa College; and at Wenderholm Regional Park, where the annual Sustainability Challenge
Adventure Race is held, organised by Auckland City Council. 90 teams from 12 different schools participated
this year.

The Trailer is displayed at sporting events held at Tawharanui, e.g: the annual Auckland Trail Run which
hundreds of people participate in. It is also regularly present at local events such as Warkworth’s Kowhai
Festival and the A&P Show, and community conservation ‘expos’.

Educating young people and raising awareness in our community is essential for supporting TOSSI, inspiring
people to join the mahi as well as helping to recruit new members.

Marguerite Vanderkolk
Education Co-ordinator

TOSSI Chairperson Sally Richardson and Dame
Sophie Pascoe holding the King’s Relay Baton.

Left, students explore the interactive Education Trailer
at the King’s Relay Event.




Above, students on the Sustainability Challenge Adventure
Race had to read information and look at images to answer a
set of questions about the birds displayed in the Trailer.

Above right, education team volunteer, Glenn Cunningham, captivated students with his explanation
of why predators are a problem and how they are trapped.

Above, the result of the beach clean-up
carried out by the Sustainable
Coastlines group which attended
the King’s Relay event, helped to
reinforce the conservation message
to the students.

Left, students learned about
predator control at the
sustainability event at Orewa College.




Activities in the Park

Above, some of the Nursery crew installed

sheets of clear Laserlite polycarbonate over

the shade cloth covering the Nursery
shade house. This became necessary
because whenever there was heavy rain
the water pooled on the shade cloth, then
funnelled down and washed the soil out of
the bagged plants, and seedlings died.

Left, the Thursday work group
volunteers, Ron Dyer,

Mark Atkinson, Murray Davis-Goff
and David Hay, completed this
construction project:
bins for storage of metal
and mulch used in the Park.

New Regional Park Role

I’'m Courtney Davis, the new Regional Lead for Sanctuaries. My background spans environmental

leadership, restoration, and community engagement across both
the conservation and iwi sectors.

Prior to this role, | was the General Manager at EcoQuest,
overseeing large community-led programmes such as

Finding Franklin Bats and Finding Franklin Fish. Before this

| worked as the Environmental Manager for Te Roroa Iwi,
supporting kaupapa grounded in kaitiakitanga, ecological
restoration, and cultural outcomes.

I’'m passionate about practical conservation, strong partnerships,
and creating meaningful outcomes for both people and the
environment, and I'm looking forward to contributing to the future
of our sanctuary network.

In my free time | volunteer as a fire fighter as a way to support
my community through challenging times.

Above, Courtney with her daughter, Maeve.



Wetland Restoration Project Update

Since 2019, when James Ross had what is best described as ‘a bright idea’ to restore more wetland within
the Tawharanui Open Sanctuary, it feels like both nothing and everything has changed.

We are still working with the same basic design — a kahikatea swamp to the rear of Swede Paddock,
a saline wetland in front of it, beside the road, and a complex freshwater wetland from the big bend in the
road to about two-thirds of the way to the Anchor Bay car park.

We are also still working with Cato Bolam, the multi-disciplinary consultants who can take us from
topographical survey to Resource Consent application ready for lodgement. They are currently waiting for

us to provide the Restoration Plan, i.e. planting and maintenance plan, in a late decision that just perhaps
we could do it ourselves. We intend to finish it by the end of July, at which point Cato Bolam will continue with
finalising the Resource Consent.

Our extraordinary Nursery team are still working on growing zillions of wetland plants, and by the time you
read this, the first planting of this project will be complete. Last year’s planting in the soggy paddock near the
Workshop was used as a test for what we need to know and is looking great already.

We no longer have former Senior Ranger, Matt Maitland on the Council side but thankfully Matt has switched
teams and is now part of the Wetland Sub-committee. We have worked through numerous Ngati Manuhiri
staff changes (beyond anyone’s control), and hope this year to work closely with them to ensure we capture
the cultural benefits of this project while we can.

In reality, we no longer have a reliable budget figure. | never thought Donald Trump would impact my life
directly but the recent price hikes for diesel must inevitably impact on the cost of doing the earthworks for
this project. It does not alter our commitment to get this project consented. Once the design is finalised,
we will be able to get to an updated cost. It is possibly the worst time in recent history to be trying to
fundraise for a project that is neither essential (like the predator-proof fence) or endearing (like takahg).

James once said, “this Project is inevitable,” and | think that is correct. It still makes sense to take on the
biggest TOSSI project ever, even in such uncertain and fearful times. We cannot save the World; we cannot
even save some of our native birds from extinction in our lifetimes. But we can put our resources into a
project that is good news from start to finish.

Keep watching, a wetland
iS coming soon.

Ngaire Wallen
Wetland Sub-committee

Right, the project concept
map shows the different
types of habitat that will

be created.

KEY
| saline wetiand

D Kahikatea swamp forest

[ Freshwater wetiand

DOpen water (in freshwater wetland)
Dryland planting (in freshwater wetland)




Odds and Ends

Two mice for the price of one!
' j A double surprise for a trapper at Tawharanui.

Above, seen on a trall camera, Tawhara and Heaphy
use their beaks to greet each other.

TAWHARANUI TRAPPERS WINTER GATHERING

We would love to see existing trappers and welcome newcomers. Join us for an informal
morning get-togther.

Our current team will share trapping updates, there will be some quick refreshers on keeping
traps in top working condition and time to discuss your ideas for improvement.

TOSSI is looking for more volunteers to help with various tasks relating to animal pest control, so
if you or any of your family, friends, aquaintances or neighbours, enjoy Tawharanui and want to
contribute to local conservation efforts, volunteering for a half-day or a day each month is very
helpful and personally rewarding.

If you like getting out in the fresh air and don’t mind dealing with dead critters, then you could help
with a trapline.

If you enjoy the fresh air but are less keen on dead critters, you could be maintaining trail
cameras (replacing batteries and SD cards) or helping keep traplines accessible.

If you aren’t so keen on the outdoors, or you don’t have time available in the daytime, then you
could be reviewing SD cards from trail cameras for pest images or doing data entry to TrapNZ.

If you like fixing things, there is always help needed with repairing traps and other equipment.

All operations are fully supported by Auckland Council rangers and other TOSSI volunteers, with
training provided, as needed.

If you would like to be involved please come along at 10am on Sunday 12 July, at the
Matakana Community Hall (in the meeting room behind the hall) for a morning tea
gathering of current and new volunteers.

Or contact: Jon Monk by email jasmonk9@gmail.com or phone 0210744455.
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